In the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 11-12 and 17-18 without prejudice or disclaimer, amend claims 
1-10, 12-16 and 19, add new claims 20-21 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of designating a database search path i [[:]] 
tho m e thod comprising: 

a first step of automatically displaying databases that can to be designated as 
search targets[[,]] in the form of figures on a screen , each of the databases containing 
records with search keys of related records stored in other databases ; 

a second step of designating individual two figures and designating th e of 
databases oorrooponding to tho dooignatod figures as tho first a starting database and 
[[the]] a terminal database respectively ; [[and]] 

a third step of automatically carrying out a chain-reactive retrieval of search 
keys and records by following two stops, ono of said two stops comprising retrieving 
rocords by using entering a starting search key bv an user that is ontored into [[a]] die 
starting database to retrieve a record therefrom, and another of said two stops 
comprising ontoring automatically retrieving a next search key which is different from 
the starting search key and contained in said retrieved record[[s]], and automatically 
entering the next search key into a next database to retrieve a next record therefrom in 
a chain-reactive manner from the starting database via a plurality of intervening 
databases to the terminal database; and 

a fourth step of automatically linking and displaying the starting database, the 
intervening databases, and the termina l database linked as through the search path 
candidates. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the third step 
includes the step of displaying in hi ghlight a database search path selected among the 
search path candidates in tho form of figures by which tho figures indicating the 
individual databases aro connect e d . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[1]] 2, wherein the third step 
includes the step of selecting the database se arch oath bv designating an intervening 
database to be included therein such that the database se arch path narrowing tho 
search path candidatos down to only thoso that passes through all of tho databases 
corresponding to said designated intervening database, figures other than the [[first]] 
starting database and the terminal database. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2, wherein the third step 
includes the step of selecting the database search path by designating an intervening 
database to be eliminated therefrom such that the database search path narrowing the 
o e arch path candidates to only thos e that does not pass through all of th e databas e s 
corr e sponding to said designated intervening database figures othor than th e first 
databas e and torminal databas e. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) A program for causing a computer to carry out a method of 
designating designate a database search path comprising steps of : 

a first [[step]] module of automatically displaying databases that can to be 
designated as search targets[[,]] in the form of figures on a screen, each of the 
databases containing records with search kevs of related records stored in other 
databases ; 

a second [[step]] module of designating individual two figures and designating 
the of databases corresponding to the dosignatod figures as the first a starting database 
and [[the]] a terminal database respectively ; [[and]] 

a third [[step]] module of automatically carrying out a chain-reactive retrieval 
of search keys and records by following two stops, ono of said two stops comprising 
retrieving records by using entering a starting search key by an user that is entered 
into [[a]] the starting database to retrieve a record therefrom, and another of said two 
stops comprising e ntering automatically retrieving a next search key which is different 
from the starting search key and contained in said retrieved record[[s]] J _and 
automatically entering the next search key into a next database to retrieve a next 
record therefrom in a chain-reactive manner from the starting database via a plurality 
of intervening databases to the terminal data base; and 

a fourth module of automatically linking and displaying the starting database, 
the intervening databases, and the terminal databa se linked as through the search path 
candidates. 

7. (Currently Amended) The program according to claim 6, wherein the third [[step]] 
module includes the [[step]] module of displaying in highlight a database search path 
selected among the search path candidates in the form of figures by which the figures 
indicating tho individual databases are connect e d . 
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8. (Currently Amended) The program according to claim [[6]] 7, wherein the third 
[[step]] module includes the [[step]] module of selecting the database search path by 
designating an intervening database to be included therein such that the database 
search path narrowing th e s e arch path candidat e s down to only thos e that passes 
through all of the databases corr e sponding to said designated intervening database, 
figur e s oth e r than the [[first]] starting database and the terminal database. 

9. (Currently Amended) The program according to claim 7, wherein the third [[step]] 
module includes the [[step]] module of selecting the database search path by 
designating an intervening database to be eliminated therefrom such that the database 
search path th e third step includes th e st e p of narrowing the s e arch path candidates to 
only thos e that does not pass through all of the databas e s corr e sponding to said 
designated intervening database figures oth e r than th e first databas e and t e rm inal 
database . 

10. (Currently Amended) The program according to claim 6, further comprising at least 
one of eith e r one or both of the following st e ps : 

a module of displaying, upon designation of the starting search key fi^st 
databas e, only thos e figures corresponding to databases that can be searched with the 
starting search key in highlight designated as the fest starting database candidates^ on 
the . screen , pr e f e rably with a f e ature distinguishing them from other databases figures ; 
and 

a module of displaying, upon designation of the t e rminal starting database, 
only thos e figures corresponding to next databases that contains a next search key and 
a next record in highlight to [[can]] be designated as the terminal database[[,]] on the 
screen , pr e f e rably with a f e atur e distinguishing them from other databases figur e s . 

11-12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, further comprising at least 
one of either one or both of the following st e ps : 

a step of displaying, upon designation of the starting search key first database , 
only those figures corresponding to databases that can be searched with the starting 
search key in highlight designated as the first starting database candidates ^ on the 
screen , pref e rably with a f e atur e distinguishing th e m from other databases figur e s ; 
and 
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a step of displaying, upon designation of the t e rminal starting database, only 
those figures corr e sponding to next databases that contains a next search key and a 
next record in highlight to [[can]] be designated as the terminal database[[,]] on the 
screen , pr e ferably with a f e atur e distinguishing them from other databases figur e s . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2, further comprising at least 
one of either one or both of the following st e ps : 

a step of displaying, upon designation of the starting search key first databas e, 
only thos e figures corr e sponding to databases that can be searched with the starting 
search key in highlight designat e d as the fkst starting database candidates ^ on the 
screen , preferably with a feature distinguishing them from other databases figures ; 
and 

a step of displaying, upon designation of the terminal starting database, only 
thos e figures corr e sponding to next databases that contains a next search key and a 
next record in highlight to [[can]] be designated as the terminal database[[,]] on the 
screen , preferably with a f e atur e distinguishing them from other databases figur e s . 

15. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 4, further comprising at least 
one of cither one or both of th e following steps : 

a step of displaying, upon designation of the starting search key first database , 
only thos e figures corr e sponding to databases that can be searched w ith the starting 
search key in highlight designated as the fifst starting database candidates^ on the 
screen , preferably with a featur e distinguishing them from other databases figures ; 
and 

a step of displaying, upon designation of the terminal starting database, only 
those figures corresponding to next databases that contains a next search key and a 
next record in highlight to [[can]] be designated as the terminal database[[,]] on the 
screen , preferably with a featur e distinguishing them from other databases figures . 

16. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[11]]3, further comprising at 
least one of either one or both of th e following st e ps : 

a step of displaying, upon designation of the starting search key first database , 
only those figures corresponding to databases that can be searched w ith the starting 
search key in highlight designat e d as the fifst starting database candidates ^ on the 
screen , preferably with a feature distinguishing them from other databases figures ; 
and 
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a step of displaying, upon designation of the terminal starting database, only 
thos e figur e s corresponding to next databases that contains a next search key and a 
next record in highlight to [[can]] be designated as the terminal database[[,]] on the 
screen , preferably with a feature distinguishing th e m from other databases figur e s . 

17-18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Currently Amended) The [[method]] program according to claim [[12]]7, further 
comprising at least one of e ither on e or both of th e following steps : 

a module of displaying, upon designation of the starting search key fif^ 
databas e, only those figures corresponding to databases that can be searched with the 
starting search key in highlight d e signat e d as the first starting database candidates? on 
the screen , preferably with a f e atur e distinguishing th e m from other databases figures ; 
and 

a module of displaying, upon designation of the t e rminal starting database, 
only those figur e s corr e sponding to next databases that contains a next search key and 
a next record in highlight to [[can]] be designated as the terminal database[[,]] on the 
screen , preferably with a f e atur e distinguishing them from other databases figur e s . 

20. (New) The program according to claim 8, further comprising at least one of: 

a module of displaying, upon designation of the starting search key, only 
databases that can be searched with the starting search key in highlight as the starting 
database candidates on the screen distinguishing from other databases; and 

a module of displaying, upon designation of the starting database, only next 
databases that contains a next search key and a next record in highlight to be 
designated as the terminal database on the screen distinguishing from other databases. 

21 . (New) The program according to claim 9, further comprising at least one of: 

a module of displaying, upon designation of the starting search key, only 
databases that can be searched with the starting search key in highlight as the starting 
database candidates on the screen distinguishing from other databases; and 

a module of displaying, upon designation of the starting database, only next 
databases that contains a next search key and a next record in highlight to be 
designated as the terminal database on the screen distinguishing from other databases. 



